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democracy makes an artificial division in most cases.
Signor Mussolini had special advantages in dealing
with his two main adversaries, France and Great
Britain. In each there were strong pacific groups to
which there could be no counterpart in Italy, nor in
Germany once Herr Hitler had gained control. In
each there were many people of Italian origin, or with
Italian connections who were free to carry on what
propaganda they liked, or to make the necessary con-
tacts with the more mercenary type of publicists to do
their work for them. Anyone who is interested in such
matters can think immediately of some half-a-dozen
men, Italian or half Italian, who have been doing this
work systematically, and in some cases professionally,
for several years. There are many advantages in a free-
press, but it has its dangers. A newspaper in France or
England is a commercial venture. It can be bribed,
directly, as were many French papers in 1935, or in-
directly. It can fall under the control of foreigners, or of
men whose financial interests are international.

These initial advantages were, of course, entirely one*
sided. An Englishman or an fanglophile Italian, living
in Italy, cannot express political views, much less obtain,
any publicity for them. No protestant clergy in Italy
balance the great influence of the Catholic hierarchy in
England, No keen enthusiasts in Rome for the League of
Nations could offset the 'Colonel Blimps' who would
welcome the rise of any continental leader, however
hostile to England, who was also an enemy of the
post-war internationalism and of new economic ideas.
In England our * drawing-room fascists' are active,
noisy, and influential. The 'drawing-room communists*,
who might be their counterparts in Italy and Germany,
are in prison or in exile.